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:ator,v i nvcsligatiorl to r-t rrrlcrlahe'

ccs in ilr vitro lcrtilizatitlr.r (lVF)

iiiqr.,"r, pzrrticulat'l ;' in L racytoplas-

mic spen.n injection (lCSl), havc not

clin-rinishcc[ [he role oI senrct't analysis

in moclcrtr fertility' pracLicc lnciced, 
'

semen zrnalysis is crttcial tcl assess

senten volttme, appcarallccl ancl viscos-

ity', and sperln conccn[rattou' motilit,v

ancl mor-phology (Table) r\s clinictans

r,rse the rcsr-tlts of senrctl atrtrilses lo;,

choose an approprlate Lreaulrent

option, a reliallle labor?1[orY sefvlce'

ls lrnperatrve
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Table. Normal values of semen variables: standard tests (WHO 1992)

Semen volume
pH

5perm concentration

Iotal sperm count

Motility

Morphology

Vita lity

White blood cells

lmmunobead lest

MAR test

2.0 mL or more

7.2-B 0

>20 x 10' spermatozoa/mL
>40 x 10' spermatozoa/mL
>500b with torward progression (categories a and b)

or -250l0 with rapid progression (category a)

witlrin 60 min of ejaculation
>300/o with normal forms
:750/o living, assessed by dye exclusion
.1 x 1O'/mL
.200/o spermatozoa with adherent particles
.100/o spermatozoa with adherent particles

at or"rr clinic for ltrrther tre atutcnt Her
l-rttsbzrncl hacl unclergolle two semelr
analyscs in l9c)7 ancl I9t)c), with thc

lcsults oI both sLlggesting his scr.nen

ancl sllcrur quality rvirs in the nornral
rarlgc As a rcsult ol these reports,

thc wouran u,as snbiectcd lo hystcros-
alpingographv ancl a cliasnostic
lapato-hvstcr-oscol)y. Shc first starlt:cl

trcaLnrcnt at oLlr clinic irr L)ctobcr
2000 at lvhich tintc thc hr.tsbancll

sculcll r,vas rcchecl<cd l-his rcvcalccl

100% rouncl-headccl spcnn ancl a cliag-

nosis of nralc lactor globozoosltcrrria
was rnacle The couple w,as counsellecl

:rbout possiblc tr.errrnent opt-ions -
ICSI or clonor inseurination. The
couplc opted for ICSI, and the first
cvclc was initiated ir-r Novetrlber 2000.

lCSl protocol

Irtrl the [irst ICSI c1'clc, down-
regulation was achievecl with leuprolide

ace tale I mg/day from day 2l of the

woman's c1'cie and was confirmed
rvith sonography and oestradiol
l7 pg/rnl 3 days later. Stimulation
comurenced with 225 IU of follicic-
stirlulating honnone (FSH) ar-rd

lcuprolide was reduced to 0.5 mg/day.

The r,vonrau received a total of 8 da,vs

ol' stinrr.rlation and ovut.n pick up
(OPU) took place or-r day 13. Fifteen
oocytes were retrieved, and l0 malLlre
,r.trlc rrrar-a inionta..l Ti",. f^-tili.-r] -^.

graclc 2 er.ultryo, which was transferred

48 hor.rls aftcl C)PU Luteal lthase
supporl consistccl oI progesterone in oil
at 50 nrg/clay. No pregnanc;, resultcd

A sccond ICSI c1'clg was conductcd in
Fcbrurarl' 2001 with ctown-regulation
lollowing thc sirure proceclurc as in the

litst cyclc r\ total o[ 13 oocyres werc

retricvecl, oI wl-rich cight ntaturc eggs

werc in.jcctecl Onc was iertilizecl
zrncl clcavecl into a lbur-cell, grade
I ctlltrl,o. Enrbryo trans[e t' rcsultecl itr
a singlcton pregtlancy. The u'oman
deliverecl a full-term, healthy chilcl by

cacsare2ln scctlon

Conclusion

While ICSI proceclures are ablc to over'-

come rnale. ,infertility associatecl witlr
globozoospermia,r resulting il-r a nor-
mal and healthy live birth, no alnount-

of intervention can be substituted for
ar-r aclequate initial diagnosis. The need

for proper assessmellt of ser-nen quality
by appropriate ly trained personne I

shor"rld not be Llnderestimated. r
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